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REMARKS 

Applicants reiterate and again claim priority on the basis of German application 
DE 298 20 613.7, filed November 18, 1998, PCT/EP99/08843, filed November 17, 1999, U.S. 
Application Serial No. 09/982,248 filed on October 17, 2001 and U.S. Application Ser. No. 
09/581,975, filed June 20, 2000. 

The above-referenced patent application was amended to place the patent application in 
better form for United States patent practice. Applicants submit that the amendments to the 
specification do not constitute new matter. An Abstract was added by a previous amendment. 
Finally, applicants have added new claims to better define the scope of the claimed invention. 
AppHcants submit that the claims are in proper and allowable form. Accordingly, substantive 
examination on the basis of this Preliminary Amendment is respectfiilly requested. 

With respect to the prior art of record, Reihl 6,158,803 refers to a retractable roof for 
vehicles which, according to Figures 1 and 2, includes a roof opening with a fixed roof area 4 
next to the rear edge of a roof opening 5 and forming a roof skin. One cover panel 3 selectively 
closes the roof opening or, (at least partially) exposes said roof opening. Separate guide rails 16 
and 42, which are offset laterally (see Figs. 3B, 5 and 6) are fixedly attached to the vehicle and 
the one cover panel 3. The one cover panel 3 can be displaced along said offset guide rails 16 
and 42 starting fi-om a closed position and be moved into an open position located above the 
fixed roof area 4. While (the laterally irmer) guide rail 16 is about as long as the roof opening 5 
is (in driving direction), the (laterally outer) guide rail 42 extends in the direction of displacement 
of the one cover panel 3 beyond the rear edge of the roof opening 5 and stars shortly before the 
rear edge of roof opening 5 (please see Fig. 5). Said second guide rail 42 extends below the roof 
skin of the fixed roof area 4 (see Fig. 6). The roof skin has in the area of the second guide rail 42 
an opening as an extension of the lateral roof opening edges (see Fig. 2). Rear cover supporting 
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elements 43 (see Figs. 2, 5 and 6) guide the one cover panel 3 along the second guide rail 42 and 
engage with said second guide rail 42 below the roof skin, i.e. they extend through the opening 
between the vehicle body 6 and the fixed roof skin 4 (Figs. 1 and 2). Further, the two set off- 
guide rails 16 and 42, extending along the roof opening 5 or below the fixed roof 4 respectively, 
are arranged in parallel and have different purposes. 

While the laterally inner guide rail 16 cooperates with a lifl;ing lever 27, the laterally outer 
guide rail 42 cooperates with a support lever 43. The two systems cooperate such, that the rear 
edge of window panel 3 is handed over fi-om the first system after the lifting action to the second 
system for the transportation and support action (see amongst others Claim 1). Therefore, it is 
necessary that both systems are coordinated very carefiiUy with respect to the relative motion in 
order to allow a secure transition (hand over) of the panel rear edge from the one system to the 
other system and backwards. 
The Claimed Invention 

The inventors of the above identified application have recognized that retractable roofs 
according to Reihl, while allowing a so-called "flash glazing" and a secure support of the cover 
panel in the fiiUy retracted (opened) position, the known system has several important 
disadvantages. First, the known system must be relatively complicated in order to allow secure 
transition of the lid between the two support and lifting systems and is relatively expensive 
therefore. Second, a loss of lateral opening space of the roof opening happens due to tfie 
necessity of said lateral off-set of the two systems (Fig. 5 of Reihl). Third, only one roof panel 
can be opened to a stack position when being retracted above the fixed roof panel 4. 

Starting from here, the inventors have recognized that these problems can be solved if 
panel-support elements are used which are fixedly connected to at least one cover panel and are 
guided in one rail only thereby avoiding lever type systems with double rails and transition of the 
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rear panel edge from one system to the other. In other words, the support element is the only 
active one for the whole lifting and retracting movement. 

From the drawings it is apparent that a very large area can effectively be opened in the 
vehicle roof while flash glazing and secure support of the rear cover edge is reached with a 
comparably simply constructed arrangement. 

It should be noted that further important improvements are reached on the basis of the 
above-mentioned inventive concept. In particular, each of current claims 10, 1 1, 13, and 17 are 
of considerable merits in connection with the inventive concept of claim 9. Accordingly, 
applicants respectfully submit that claims 9-29 patentably distinguish from the prior art and are 
allowable whereby consideration and allowance are respectfully requested. 

If it is determined that any additional fee is necessary, or if there has been any 
overpayment, the Commissioner is authorized to charge or debit, as appropriate, our Deposit 
Account No. 06-0308. 



RespectftiUy submitted, 



'^^^^yei^^'^~7 (Reg. No. 19,504) 
Attorney for Applicant/ 

FAY, SHARPE, FAGAN, MINNICH & McKEE 
1 100 Superior Avenue, Seventh Floor 
Cleveland, Ohio 441 14-2579 
Phone: (216) 861-5582 
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